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fOUNDfRS~ DAY 20Q9 
JANUARY 30~ 2009 
GINSRURG lbAMILY AMPI-IITI-IfATfR 
11:00 A.M. 
OUR ~OUND[RS 
The annual observance of Founders' Day honors the founders of 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine: 
Oscar John Snyder, DO, and 
Mason Wiley Pressly, DO. 
Dr. Snyder, who "put the cause of osteopathic medicine above 
personal considerations," was the College's first president. 
He remained with PCOM for 42 years as an adviser 
and member of the Board ofTrustees. 
Dr. Snyder was instrumental in obtaining the 
Commonwealth's legal recognition of the 
College and the osteopathic profession through 
establishing the high standards of osteopathic medical education. 
Dr. Pressly, a Presbyterian minister 
and well-known orator, was PCOM's first teacher. 
He remained on the faculty until 1904, 
teaching physiology, the philosophy and 
principles of osteopathy, hygiene and dietetics. 
He was PCOM's first secretary and 
treasurer, and the de facto dean until 1902. 
Dr. Pressly founded The Philadelphia journal of Osteopathy 
to promote osteopathic medicine in 
Philadelphia and wrote the American Osteopathic 
Association's first constitution. 
PROGRAM 
Introductions 
Kenneth J. Veit, DO '76, MBA 
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean 
Invocation 
Harry E. Manser, Jr., DO '69, MBA 
PCOM Alumni Association President 
The Pledge of Allegiance 
Courtney B. Scrubbs (DO '10) 
Student Government Association President 
PCOM A Cappella 
Welcome 
Matthew Schure, PhD 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Greetings from Class Representatives 
Introduction of the Mason W. Pressly 
Memorial Medal Recipient 
Dr. Veit and Ms. Scrubbs 
Address by the Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal Recipient 
Helen Anne Chang (DO '09) 
Introduction of the O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient 
Dr. Schure 
Address by the O.J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient 
John W. Becher, DO '70, FACOEP 
Benediction 
Robert G. Cuzzolino, EdD 
Vice President for Graduate Programs and Academic Planning 
O.J. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT 
JOliN W. R[CIU~R~ DO J70, fACO[P 
When John Becher, D.O. '70, FACOEP, graduated 
from PCOM, the world of emergency medicine was 
vastly different than it is today. Trauma centers were 
still known as ERs and emergency medicine was not a 
recognized specialty. Hospital emergency departments 
were staffed largely by young physicians who were moonlighting while 
developing their practices in other specialties. Dr. Becher was one of them. 
While a resident in obstetrics at a New Jersey hospital, Dr. Becher also 
worked as a house physician at PCOM's hospitals on 48th Street and City 
Avenue, where his responsibilities included the emergency department. It 
was there where he was first drawn to a career in emergency medicine. 
Dr. Becher left his obstetrics residency to serve as a house physician at a 
Chester County hospital as well as at the PCOM City Avenue Hospital. 
In 1975, noting a steady increase in the number of patients coming to the 
City Avenue ER, Dr. Becher proposed that a staff of dedicated full-time 
physicians would better serve the needs of the growing patient population. 
The late PCOM President Dr. Thomas M. Rowland, Jr. agreed, and 
appointed Dr. Becher director of emergency room services. 
In 1977, emergency medicine was starting to receive recognition as a full 
specialty. The American College of Osteopathic Emergency Physicians 
was forming, and a few residency training programs were opening in the 
allopathic profession. Appointed that year as chairman of PCOM's 
Department of Emergency Medicine, Dr. Becher was determined to keep 
the osteopathic profession on the leading edge of these trends, and he 
developed the first emergency medicine academic residency training pro-
gram in the osteopathic profession. The program was approved in 1979 by 
the American Osteopathic Association (AOA). 
As emergency medicine continued to evolve, Pennsylvania passed legisla-
tion in 1985 that mandated the accreditation of trauma centers and estab-
lished the Pennsylvania Trauma Systems Foundation to oversee the process. 
Well respected for his expertise in the field, Dr. Becher was appointed a 
charter board member of the foundation, a post he held for 14 years, 
ultimately serving as chairman. 
In 1989, PCOM relocated the emergency medicine residency program to 
Albert Einstein Medical Center in Philadelphia where residents would bene-
fit from training in an accredited trauma center serving a much larger popu-
lation of patients. As director of the Albert Einstein Medical Center-PCOM 
Mfiliated Emergency Medicine Residency Program, Dr. Becher obtained 
dual accreditation from the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education as well as from the AOA. During his tenure, the four-year pro-
gram became highly competitive, attracting up to 150 applicants from 
osteopathic and allopathic medical schools for 12 resident slots per year. 
In 2001, Dr. Becher's efforts were recognized by the National Emergency 
Medicine Residents Association when he became the first physician to be 
named National Emergency Medicine Residency Director of the Year. 
In 2001, Dr. Becher accepted a new challenge as chairman of the 
Emergency Services Department at AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center 
in Atlantic City, New Jersey. When he arrived, AtlantiCare had more than 
50 physicians rotating coverage for the emergency department. Most had 
no training in emergency medicine. His mandate was to build a depart-
ment by recruiting physicians with significant emergency medicine experi-
ence to staff two emergency facilities, a Level II Trauma Center in Atlantic 
City, and AtlanticCare's Heart Center in Pomona. 
Since 200 1, he has developed a group of 22 dedicated emergency medicine 
physicians who treat more than 100,000 patients annually between the two 
centers. For the past two years, AdantiCare has been named among the top 
three percent of emergency cardiac care hospitals in the country. 
In addition to his position at AdantiCare, Dr. Becher continues as chair-
man and professor of the Department of Emergency Medicine at PCOM, 
running the academic program for medical students as well as an annual 
continuing medical education program. 
Currently, he also serves as an officer of the American Osteopathic Board 
of Emergency Medicine, a member of the AOA Board of Trustees and the 
National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners, and is a member of the 
American College of Osteopathic Emergency Physicians. Dr. Becher has 
also served on PCOM Board ofTrustees and the Alumni Association of 
PCOM Board of Directors. 
"In addition to an excellent education, PCOM gave me the opportunity to 
develop a career in a new academic discipline," reflects Dr. Becher. "I also 
have my wonderful wife, Paula, and our three children, Patrick, Megan 
and Brian, because ofPCOM. Paula worked at PCOM with Carol Fox 
and Nancy McCullen when I was an undergraduate student. We got mar-
ried one week after I graduated." 
After 38 years in emergency medicine, Dr. Becher is still enthusiastic about 
his work. "Every day when I go to the emergency department, I learn 
something new," he says. "Just when you think you've seen and heard 
everything, a patient reminds you that you haven't. I still have to be pre-
pared for anything, just as I have always told my students." 
JOUN W~ R[CU[R~ DO ~70~ fACO[P 
Selected Curriculum Vitae 
• Served Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine for 33 years, 
first as director of emergency room services, City Avenue Hospital, 
and later as a distinguished professor and member of the faculty, 
acting as chairman and professor of the Department of Emergency 
Medicine and director of the Albert Einstein Medical Center-
PCOM Affiliated Emergency Medicine Residency program, as well as 
chairman of the Emergency Services Department at AtlantiCare 
Regional Medical Center in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
• Developed the first emergency medicine academic residency training 
program in the osteopathic profession, approved in 1979 by the 
American Osteopathic Association. 
• Has contributed time and leadership to the American College of 
Osteopathic Emergency Physicians; the American Osteopathic 
Association; the American Osteopathic Board of Emergency Medicine; 
the American Heart Association; the Alumni Association of PCOM 
Board of Directors; the PCOM Board ofTrustees; the PCOM 
Leadership Gifts Committee; the Pennsylvania Osteopathic Medical 
Association; the Emergency Health Services Council of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; the Philadelphia EMS System; the 
Philadelphia Fire Department Paramedic Training Program; the 
Philadelphia International Airport Medical Facility; and the 
Pennsylvania Trauma Systems Foundation. 
• Honored by the National Emergency Medicine Residents Association 
as the first physician to be named National Emergency Medicine 
Residency Director of the Year (2001). Recipient of the Pennsylvania 
Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians 
Distinguished Service Award (1986); the Christian R. and Mary F. 
Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching ( 19 86); the American 
College of Osteopathic Emergency Physicians' Leadership Award 
(1991), Robert D. Aranosian, D.O., FACOEP, Excellence in 
Emergency Medical Services Award (2004), and Bruce D. Horton, 
D.O., FACOEP, Lifetime Achievement Award (2005); the Alumni 
Association of Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine's 
Certificate of Honor (2002), and the American Osteopathic 
Association Mentor Award (2006). 
MASON W PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT 
II[L[N ANN[ CIIANG (DO ~09 ) 
Ask anyone who knows Helen Chang (DO '09) to describe 
her and you are sure to hear words like "compassion'' and 
"character." Throughout her years at PCOM, she has lived 
the values she began learning long ago from her: maternal 
grandmother. 
"During my upbringing, my grandmother demonstrated the importance of living 
by the '3 C's'-compassion, character and conviction," says Ms. Chang. "Guided by 
these values, I have tried to show compassion for my peers and patients, build char-
acter based on strong personal principles and respect, and maintain my conviction 
to pursue professional goals while maintaining a balance in my private life." 
By all those measures, Ms. Chang has met with great success. Her conviction to her 
personal goals and to advancing the osteopathic profession has been evident in her 
academic success as well as her service to the PCOM community. She was the first 
osteopathic medical student to rotate through several hospitals for core clerkships 
and electives, an achievement which she used as an opportunity not only to learn, 
but also to teach and enlighten others in medicine about the osteopathic profession. 
One of these rotations was in Santiago, Chile, a four-week clerkship she pursued so 
that she could become more fluent in Spanish in the medical arena. "It is important 
to be able to make a connection with your patients, and you can do that more 
effectively if you speak their language," she observes. Making a connection will be 
especially important in Ms. Chang's chosen subspecialty, pediatric anesthesiology, 
where she will interact with very young and often frightened patients as well as their 
worried parents. 
On campus, Ms. Chang has served the Student Government Association (SGA) as 
a class representative and as parliamentarian on the SGA Executive Board. She 
organized the 2007 DO Day on the Hill, an event where 200 PCOM students 
traveled to the nation's Capitol to lobby for physician and patient progress in policy, 
while raising awareness of the osteopathic profession. A member of the Sigma 
Sigma Phi Honor Society, she has also served the PCOM community as chapter 
president of the American Medical Student Association. 
Ms. Chang's peers and professors have been equally impressed by her commitment 
to PCOM in terms ofleadership, community service and campus-based initiatives. 
"It is not so much what Helen does, but the way she does it," reflects Tina 
Woodruff, EdD, assistant dean for student affairs. "She sets incredibly high stan-
dards for herself Yet, she is not externally competitive. She is passionate about 
everything she does and compassionate about the way she gets there. She is a natu-
ral role model because of her strong character." 
MASON W PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL 
The Mason W Pressly Memorial Medal is presented by PCOM to the student who is 
recognized by students, faculty and the administration as "Student DO of the Year, "an award that is 
part of an annual tradition at each osteopathic medical school nationwide. The recipient is honored 
for outstanding achievement and service to the College, the community and the osteopathic profession 
and is selected by representatives of the overall College community. 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
Dana Hamilton, DO '99 
Alison Leff, DO '00 
Constance Gasda, DO '01 
Edward J. Armbruster, DO '02 
Joshua M. Baron, DO '03 
Stacey Franz, DO '04 
2005 Nicholas Bower, DO '05 
2006 Gregory A. Skochko, DO '06 
2007 Jessica Masser, DO '07 
2008 Sallee Ann Eckler, PhD, DO '08 
2009 Helen Anne Chang (DO '09) 
0. ]. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL 
The 0.] Snyder Memorial Medal, presented in memory of the co-founder of 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, is the College's highest award to recognize leadership 
and service to the osteopathic profession and to the College. 
1953 DavidS. B. Pennock, MD, DO* 
1954 Margaret H. Jones, DO* 
1955 Chester D. Swope, DO* 
1956 Russell C. McCaughan, DO* 
1958 Phil R. Russell, DO* 
1959 Ira W. Drew, DO '11 * 
1960 C. Paul Snyder, DO '1 O* 
1961 James M. Eaton, DO '28* 
1962 J. Ernest Leuzinger, DO '24* 
1963 H. Walter Evans, DO '17* 
1964 Paul T. Lloyd, DO '23* 
1966 Angus G. Cathie, DO '31 * 
1967 Carlton Street, DO '24* 
1968 Edwin H. Cressman, DO '26* 
1969 Edgar 0. Holden, DO '22* 
1970 Frederic H. Barth, LLD (Han.)* 
1971 Joseph F. Py, DO '26* 
1972 George W. Northup, DO '39* 
1973 William F. Daiber, DO '28* 
1974 Herman Kahn, DO '27* 
1975 William S. Spaeth, DO '25* 
1976 Mortimer J. Sullivan, DO '21 * 
1977 A. Aline Swift, DO '34* 
1978 Foster C. True, DO '22* 
1979 Frank E. Gruber, DO '26* 
1980 Leo C. Wagner, DO '26* 
1981 R. MacFarlane Tilley, DO '23* 
1982 M. Carman Pettapiece, DO '32* 
1983 George H. Guest, DO '36* 
1984 Thomas M. Rowland, Jr., 
LLD (Hon.), DSc (Hon.)* 
1985 Galen S. Young, Sr., DO '35* 
1986 David Heilig, DO '44* 
1987 W. Kenneth Riland, DO '36* 
1988 Richard S. Koch, DO '38 
1989 Ruth E. Purdy, DO '50 
1990 Morton E. Terry, DO '45* 
1991 Arnold Gerber, DO '40* 
1992 Emanuel Fliegelman, DO '42* 
1993 Robert L. Meals, DO '56* 
1994 Fairman L. Denlinger, DO '53* 
1995 Lester Eisenberg, DO '38* 
1996 Albert F. D'Alonzo, DO '56* 
1997 Frieda 0. Vickers, DO '39* 
1998 Robert M. Fogel, DO '58 
1999 Nicholas C. Pedano, DO '61 
2000 Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO '59 
200 1 Ronald R. Blanck, DO '67 
2002 Joseph M. Pellettiere, Jr., DO '48* 
2003 Leonard W. Johnson, DO '64* 
2004 Herbert Lorman, LLD (Hon.) 
2005 Carol A. Fox, MM 
2006 Robert W. England, DO '56* 
2007 John Simelaro, DO '71 
2008 James H. Black, DO '62 
2009 John W. Becher, DO '70 
Deceased* 
